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at the issue, but supporting those pro-
grams which truly are effective, not 
those that just take the money and 
have no efficacy to them. 

Mr. Speaker, as the Members can see 
from these new programs highlighted 
here tonight, this VAWA reauthoriza-
tion is a step forward for victims of do-
mestic violence as well as their fami-
lies and loved ones. It is frustrating for 
policymakers to know that we cannot 
just wave a magic wand and eradicate 
violence in our society. Yet, Mr. 
Speaker, it is comforting to know that 
there are wonderfully generous people 
who dedicate their careers to making 
the lives of their fellow man better. 

I have been privileged to personally 
witness the generosity of spirit at the 
Dawn Center, a domestic violence shel-
ter in my district. I also regularly visit 
the one in Pasco County. The Dawn 
Center happens to be in Hernando 
County, and Sunrise is in Pasco Coun-
ty. 

I will tell the Members a little bit 
about the director of Sunrise, whom I 
have known for about 18 years now. 
Penny was a nurse, and certainly as 
part of her training being a nurse, as 
nurses tend to be very caring and very 
nurturing, she learned that there was 
an opening as the director of Sunrise 
and applied for the directorship. Penny 
has risen in the ranks of directors of 
domestic violence shelters over the 
years to be one of the absolute premier 
shelter directors. She is innovative, she 
has fundraisers in the community 
which are fun. This past weekend, as a 
matter of fact, she had a lobster bake 
where they sold tickets and had lob-
sters flown in from Maine so that they 
could have a really upscale party to 
raise funds and also raise awareness for 
domestic violence and the need for the 
shelters. 

Penny is certainly indicative of the 
commitment that many people make 
once they enter into the field of being 
a staff person or a director or a coun-
selor or a caseworker at a domestic vi-
olence shelter. 

The domestic violence shelters 
throughout our Nation depend a lot on 
State and Federal moneys for their 
support. In addition, certainly they are 
great at fundraising in the community. 
It seems like every maybe 4, 5 months, 
I get a solicitation letter from one of 
the domestic violence shelters. 

I would ask the viewing public that 
as the holidays approach, that they re-
member the domestic violence shelters. 
Government cannot do it all, and to re-
member that the violence does escalate 
during time of the holidays. So having 
a generous spirit of the public who can 
afford to help these centers is a very 
important. 

My husband was a law enforcement 
officer for over 20 years, and years ago 
a domestic violence call was one that 
too many times law enforcement offi-
cers kind of did a wink and a nod at. 
Why? Because too many times women 
were forced into changing their mind 
the next day, or when the law enforce-

ment officer got there, they would say 
do not press charges because they were 
stay at home moms and realized that if 
he spent a couple of nights in jail, he 
might very well lose his job. 

Thankfully, we have come a long way 
from that time and domestic violence 
is no longer given a wink and a nod by 
law enforcement. As a matter of fact, I 
am very proud to say that in most of 
the counties I represent, the sheriffs’ 
offices actually have a member of their 
staff, if not the sheriff or first deputy, 
actually serving on the boards of the 
domestic violence shelters. This is a 
message that is being sent, and that 
message is a strong one. That message 
is that law enforcement is serious 
about cracking down on those who 
would perpetrate harm on women and 
children. That cycle of abuse, unless it 
is stopped, unless women have a place 
to go to with their children, unless the 
Violence Against Women Act is reau-
thorized, women and children certainly 
will be in jeopardy. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I want to 
remind Members that domestic vio-
lence is not just a man against woman 
phenomenon. When a man hits a 
woman or a woman hits a man, often-
times it is the lasting impression of 
that violence that affects the children 
and the young adults that are witness 
to the abuse. Studies show that young 
men exposed to domestic abuse are 
more likely to be abusers themselves 
in the future. 

As a matter of fact, I counseled a 
young woman to that very effect. I 
knew her family, and I said to her, ‘‘I 
know you did not grow up in this kind 
of a violent situation and you have 
sons. Why would you want your sons to 
grow up to be abusers? Because if they 
see your husband abusing you, they are 
going to think that that is okay, and 
that cycle of abuse will never stop.’’ 

She sought counseling. She ended up 
turning this marriage around, and her 
husband received extensive counseling. 
Thankfully, that was a success story 
where the abuse did stop. And he also 
taught his sons that abuse is wrong and 
that he was man enough to say, hey, I 
was absolutely wrong in what I did. 

This vicious cycle is one that can be 
combated, Mr. Speaker, effectively 
through education, support networks, 
increased law enforcement programs, 
and family counseling programs. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, I would 
urge my colleagues to support the re-
authorization of the Violence Against 
Women Act. 

f 

b 2030 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
POE). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule I, 
the Chair declares the House in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 31 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 

b 2139 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DREIER) at 9 o’clock and 
39 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 3402, DEPARTMENT OF JUS-
TICE APPROPRIATIONS AUTHOR-
IZATION ACT, FISCAL YEARS 2006 
THROUGH 2009 

Mr. GINGREY, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 109–236) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 462) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 3402) to authorize appro-
priations for the Department of Justice 
for fiscal years 2006 through 2009, and 
for other purposes, which was referred 
to the House Calendar and ordered to 
be printed. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. CARDIN (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today. 

Ms. HARMAN (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today and the balance of 
the week on account of official busi-
ness. 

Ms. MCKINNEY (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of official 
business in the district. 

Mr. MENENDEZ (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio (at the request of 
Ms. PELOSI) for today before 7:00 p.m. 
on account of attending the funeral for 
the son of a district staff member. 

Mr. GRIJALVA (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today. 

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr. 
DELAY) for today and September 28 on 
account of business in the district. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mrs. MCCARTHY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. STUPAK, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. OSBORNE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. OSBORNE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, September 28. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5 

minutes, September 29. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
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